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5 March 1979

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Staff Meeting Minutes of 5 March 1979

The Director was attending an SCC meeting on SALT II; Mr. Carlucci
chaired the meeting.| | 25%1

With the aid of briefing boards, Lehman displayed areas in Vietnam
from which Chinese troops seem to be withdrawing. The Chinese announced
this morning that they intend to withdraw from Vietnam. Lehman highlighted
the heavy fighting taking place at Lang Son, noting that the Vietnamese
have committed main forces to that area.| | o5%1

Lehman pointed out areas where South Yemen has penetrated North Yemen.
Speculation exists that the Soviets, Cubans and/or Ethiopians have been
involved.

25X1

McMahon mentioned that the U.S. Ambassador in Sana has recommended that the

U.S. provide ground support for the Saudi Air Force. Evans noted that a

Mini-SCC meeting has been scheduled for 7 March on Yemen. Bowie opined

that the disturbances in Yemen are probably more consequential for U.S.

policy interests than other current trouble spots, including the PRC/Vietnam
hostilities. Mr. Carlucci agreed.| | 25%1

Lehman reported that regarding the Tanzanian/Ugandan problem, Libya is
planning to airlift an artillery battalion and send a TU-22 to aid Uganda.
In response to Mr. Carlucci's question, McMahon said that the report that
the Moroccans were sending troops was incorrect. 25X1

Following up on Morocco, Lehman said that Morocco may withdraw its

contingent from Zaire sooner than expected. 251

McMahon speculated that the Libyans are helping Uganda as a means of
moving against the Sudanese, and the Ethiopians are also talking about

going against the Sudanese.[ | 25%1
Lipton reported that OMB is about to approve the reserve release for

| | In response to Mr. Carlucci's question about the 25%1

status of the education and travel items in the authorization bill, Lipton

said that he would check.|  Jrecalled that the Director had sent a 25%1
strong letter to D/OMB on this topic, but no reply has yet been received.

Mr. Carlucci suggested that OLC check on the letter and tell HPSCI to

include these items in our authorization bill. (Action: Comptroller and

OLC) 25%1

25X1
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25X1

In response to EA/DCI[::::::::Q question, Dirks said that there has not 25x1
yet been a thorough debriefing of the personnel returning | | Mr. 25X1
Carlucci asked that they be enjoined from making any public statements.

(Action: DDS&T)[ |

25X1
Shackley advised that his staff would be briefing the SSCI advisory panel

on the national reconnaissance system on PHOTINT and SIGINT.| | 25%1

25X1
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Mr. Carlucci reported that as a follow-up to a lunch discussion with
senior officers about DCI staff meetings, Hetu suggested that some staff
meetings be devoted to in-depth discussions of topics of interest. Mr.
Carlucci said that he and the Director agreed that if such meetings were to
take place it would be preferable to hold them on a Tuesday or Thursday and
leave the current Monday/Wednesday/Friday meeting format intact. Mr.
Carlucci asked for opinions on holding such additional staff meetings
as well as on the possibility of dropping the Wednesday meetings, which
the Director will not be able to attend because of the new Presidential
briefing schedule. As a result of the brief discussion that followed, it
was agreed that Wednesday staff meetings should continue because they were
worthwhile for attendees. It was also agreed that additional staff meetings
on specific topics could be held on Thursdays from 0845 to 0945 as long as
there were topics that were worthy of discussion. Mr. Carlucci asked the
Executive Secretary to schedule such meetings as appropriate. (Action: ES)
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;..,X-C 1 A Aide Tells of L1fé a,tTran"

. ByHEDRICK SMITH
" Specialto The New York Tlawes
WASHINGTON, March 2 — “It was
lixe an opefation from the 2ist century

and it was so ironic,” recalled Philip-J. |

McCabe, a self-styled former inteiligence
analystwbonawnmsarsmmMam
“Here we were out in the wilderness, liv-
ing armong nomads who were mostly liv--
~mgm1he181hand19‘:hcmm?y .and we
had this supersophisticated - electmmc
surveillance base.'™- - v RESERT S
He was descnbmgtﬁe m‘m‘ns of

Kabikan, the. remote-American - intelli--

gence mtmﬂmumemet fron-
tier, straining-with jts~acvareed Buck

Rogers suxw;l!anée‘anms “fore elec-
' mcmgzﬂsmmmmaza@efmat

Force sergeant, calied The New York
Times andioffered informartiont about his

tour at Kabkan in 1973 and 1573 He drew.
2 picture:of a.rermote region, with roads

“cut sharply into the sides of mourgtains.

The listeping post-was. perched at 6,500
{feet, overiovking what he calied Sthe |*

open.Russign {rontier — I mean.there

were pomads who used ty wander back
- and forth-across the borderm chesea-
sans." -
~This was a supersopmsncated
'he said, “but it.vas vulnerable bemuse
we wereso.close %o the Russian border: In
fact,<re usxd 1o be bizzed sometimes by
Soviet zircraft. The Russians.used to get
permission from the Iranian Government
_to do. fiygvers-wwhen: they had military

el g ,m = E
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- ,,é.mg..can czpabxhu»sand intentions, ke

-smdat
. try 1o fool us, trick us; and try to stop us
. from acquiring m.formanon on r.heu' mzs-

3 post in Pnshawa.r. Pakistan.-

»

..Lzstenmg Post

R SR

maneuvers up there off the Indxan Ocean.
They would fly over cur base.by a few
hundred feet and take pbocographs e e

Caz-and—Mouse Game

In a telephene mtewiew ‘Mr. McCabe
gave a picture:lof, thes m.t-and—mouse
game beidg played- .the Russians and.
Amenm.ns in mme I:a.man UG

v wé’re“im‘efest

: mem, in Mzexmas because wWe. were
always geb.’ﬁ:gg:ew expenmemak asrtens- -
pas and..ether-equipment,’” e said
“Frorythe sizgdnd shape of our antermas
they-could*figire out what we were look-|
ing.for-and what frequenc:s we were
monitoging."? -« - ’

~@ace the: Russxans Worked ‘out ﬂxe

f‘they would take various means to

P P LIy

“sile development.” .+
- Mr. McCabe said he had been recrm
by the Central Intelligence Agency forits
.two bases in Iran because he had become
“a specialist on monitoring Soviet rocket
experiments - while serving. as an Air
Force sergeantat the Amenca.n hstemnv

LN FirstSemto Benshahr
‘After ]ommg the agency in 197’1 Mr.
McCabe'said, he was sent to the C.LLA. fa-
cility at Behshahr, on the Caspian Sea,
‘which he described as being within com-
muting distance of Teheran. He said it

f et

as cierks, cooks, technicians and guards,

- | manned an electronicoutpest on a moun-

tain perc.h. Another three or four would
‘beresting in-a valley base that kad a
&wimming pool, tenmsoov.mandapn-
vateairstrip: - .

> We would go dowm there for a few
days te'relax,” he recalled, “Twice a

: Tiweek am American plane would come up

 froteJeferan and bring us food and cur
supplies: Morale was good, the compen-
sation.was good: The. plane would take
Four data.-But-when there was a special
‘event, oneof uswould courier jit. Oneof us
would take the data immediately to the
United States so it would be the"e thhm-
241]0-11’5 l' ‘-rv-" oo .
Although he: waspa.ld 327000 a year'
plus . an ample - expense .allowance
whenever he traveled, Mr.McCabe said
that he resigned from the CJIA. in
November, 1574, aftexr three years in tke-
two Iranian listening posts. He returned
to Maine to get a master’s degree in busi-
ness administration. Two years ago he

Pine Point outsicde of Portland.

ness about Xabkan on TV last night,”” he
said.**I was.shocked to see it identified as

_1a C.LA. facility because it eould be dan-

-gerous if any of those Arnericans was still
there, You're sure they are all out?”’

- Mr. McCabe had been hesirant to speak
until he wes assured that the Government
said all 22 technicians. from the outpost

_wres a larger facility than Kabkan, where

had left Iran. = <2 ig0ity S eicd S

abour 15 t0:18 Amenczns. with Iramam:

bought his own resort, The Moonngs at.
-] was shocked when I saw al] the bus- ’

e




